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The North Richland Hills Library is committed to compliance with Title 17 of the 

United States Code, titled “Copyrights,” and other federal legislation related to the 

duplication, retention, and use of copyrighted materials.  

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the 

making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. 

The person using library materials is responsible for following copyright law. 

 

What Is Copyright? 

Copyright is a type of intellectual property that protects original works of 

authorship as soon as an author fixes the work in a tangible form of expression. 

Copyrighted materials may include, but are not limited to, all printed matter, audio 

recordings, video recordings, computer software, databases and digital files that 

are owned by the library or downloaded from the Internet. 

 

Patron Responsibility  

Any use of computer printing, photocopying or any reproductions that infringes use 

of copyrighted work is subject to civil remedies and criminal penalties provided by 

Federal Law.  

1. Library patrons are responsible for their own compliance to federal copyright law 

and familiarity with fair use of copyrighted materials.  

2. Fair use permits an individual to use a copyrighted work without the copyright 

owner’s permission for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, 

teaching, scholarship, or research. 

 


